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fail utterly, for while the siege was yet in its early
progress the army of Pharaoh Hophra entered Pal-
estine, with the direct purpose of offering help to
the besieged, and of so raising the siege, and of
ultimately driving back the Babylonians. This
was partly accomplished. The Babylonian army
withdrew from the gates and went southward to
meet the new and formidable foe. WLat a reac-
tion of joy was produced by this sudden reversal of
fortune will perhaps never be fully known. The
party that had brought on the war must have
felt that its hour of justification had fully come.
The false prophets, as Jeremiah had stigmatized
them, who had prophesied that in a short time
the Chaldean power would come to a sudden and
violent end, must have pointed to the withdrawing
hosts as the first sign of the impending fulfillment
of their predictions. Amid all this rejoicing Jere
miah alone maintained his serenity of mind and
his clearness of vision. He could not deny that a
change had indeed come; that was plain to any
eye, but it was only temporary. Amid jubilations
his word sounds solemn and disquieting: " Thus
saith the Lord: Deceive not yourselves, saying,
The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for
they shall not depart. For though ye had smitten
the whole army of the Chaldeans that fight against
you, and there remained but wounded men among
them, yet should they rise up every man in his
tent, and burn this city with fire."' To those
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